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Vijay Diwas is celebrated across the nation on 16 December every year to commemorate
India’s historic victory in the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971, which led to the liberation of
Bangladesh. In observance of this significant national occasion, the NSS Unit of AU Campus

celebrated Vijay Diwas with great enthusiasm and patriotic fervour.

The programme witnessed active participation from NSS volunteers. On this occasion, several
members shared patriotic songs and speeches, highlighting the courage, sacrifice, and
dedication of the Indian Armed Forces. The celebration aimed to instil a sense of national pride
and to remember the supreme sacrifices made by the soldiers for the unity and integrity of the

nation.

Vijay Diwas honours the bravery, sacrifice, and strategic excellence of the Indian Armed Forces
along with the Mukti- Bahini, whose joint efforts resulted in a decisive victory. The major

highlights of the Indo—Pakistan War of 1971 are as follows:
e The Indo—Pakistan War of 1971 was a 13-day high-intensity conflict fought on both the

eastern and western fronts, ending with Pakistan’s largest military surrender.

e The war began after Pakistan launched pre-emptive airstrikes on 11 Indian airbases on

3 December 1971.
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The Eastern Front focused on East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), while the Western Front
witnessed battles along the borders of Punjab, Rajasthan, and Jammu.

* The integrated military strategy of India was led by Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, the
then Chief of Army Staff.

* Operation Trident (4 December 1971) caused severe damage to Karachi Port and

destroyed key Pakistani naval assets.

e On 16 December 1971, approximately 93,000 Pakistani soldiers surrendered, marking

the largest military surrender since World War-I.

Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign nation after a brutal liberation struggle, decisively

supported by India. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had declared independence
on 26 March 1971 before his arrest.

e Joint operations of the Indian Armed Forces and the Mukti- Bahini led to the fall of

Dhaka on 16 December 1971.

On this day, nationwide ceremonies are conducted to honour the military leadership, including
Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, and to pay tribute to the fallen soldiers. Citizens remember the

heroes of the 1971 war by lighting candles and offering flowers in their honour.

The Vijay Diwas celebration at AU Campus served as a meaningful reminder of India’s glorious

military history and reinforced the values of patriotism, unity, and respect for the sacrifices

made by the armed forces.
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